The general part of the experimental section [1] has been presented elsewhere. Ethyl (E)-3-(2-methoxyphenyl)-2-butenoate (2.70 g, 12.3 mmol) was refluxed with potassium hydroxide (1.72 g, 30.7 mmol) in a mixture of water (20 ml) and methanol (10 ml) for 3 hours, cooled and washed with ether (100 ml). The aqueous phase was acidified with concentrated hydrochloric acid to below pH 1. The mixture was extracted with ether (100 ml) and the ether extract was washed with water (2x100 ml), brine (50 ml), dried (Na 2 SO 4 ), filtered and evaporated under reduced pressure. (E)-3-(2-Methoxyphenyl)-2-butenoic acid (2.14 g, 91%) was obtained as a colourless prisms from ether/light petroleum. , H3' ), 6.95 (1H, ddd, J 7.5, 7.4, 1.1 Hz, H5'), 7.16 (1H, dd, J 7.5, 1.9 Hz, H6'), 7.31 (1H, ddd, J 8.3, 7.4, 1.9 Hz, H4'). Stereochemistry confirmed by n.O.e. difference spectroscopy. Irradiation at 2.51 produced no n.O.e. at 5.94. Irradiation at 5.94 produced no n.O.e. at 2.51 (5% at 7.16). 
